Esophageal cancer with an esophagopericardial fistula and purulent pericarditis.
We herein present the case of a 56-year-old Japanese woman who developed purulent pericarditis after undergoing chemoradiotherapy for esophageal cancer. She developed epigastralgia and a fever and was admitted to our hospital. A physical examination revealed hypotension, tachycardia and pericardial friction rub. Echocardiography revealed moderate pericardial effusion. Based on these observations, the patient was diagnosed with cardiac tamponade. Computed tomography confirmed the presence of an esophagopericardial fistula. Treatment with pericardiocentesis, drainage and short-term intrapericardial administration of antibiotics relieved the patient's symptoms. Daily rinsing through a catheter with normal saline prevented relapse of the purulent pericarditis. Esophagopericardial fistulas are so rare that their treatment is not well-established. We herein report successful palliative care of a malignant esophagopericardial fistula associated with purulent pericarditis.